CONDITIONS OF EFFECTIVE DEFENCE
third party judgment and freedom from attack - we
offer equally to Mm. We ask him to join the combina-
tion provided he will accept its conditions. But the
moment we do that, says the "realist5, we turn an inno-
cent alliance into a mischievous collective security
arrangement full of hidden dangers. The 'realist'
agrees that we must use arms or be prepared to use
them; agrees that we must have allies (we have them).
But from the moment that the alliance of which we
are members offers to the other side the same rights
we claim for ourselves it is pronounced to be a dan-
gerous combination full of 'commitments and entan-
glements*.
Despite the immense amount of discussion that
still rages round the subject, one may doubt whether
some of our great publicists have managed to sift out
the issues involved in the collective method of de-
fence. Thus 'Scrutator' (Sunday Times, April 14,
1934) argues that it is no use building up a collective
bloc for peace, because a much solider bloc than we
could now hope to create did not preserve the peace
in 1914. Under the heading 'Remember 1914*, he
writes:
'What made the World War was not the quarrel
between Austria and Serbia as it then was, nor even
the political rivalry between Germany and Russia in
the gates of the East, but the system of alliances and
counter-alliances which blew up a local quarrel into a
world conflagration. . . .
'The beginning of wisdom in Europe is to realise
that this mischief of alliances and counter-alliances is
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